
Excerpts from Connecticut Law on Records of 

Criminal Investigations 
 

Sec. 1-210.  (Formerly Sec. 1-19).  Access to public records.  Exempt records.  

 

* * * 

 

   (b)  Nothing in the Freedom of Information Act shall be construed to require disclosure of: 

 

* * * 

 

 (3)  Records of law enforcement agencies not otherwise available to the public which records 

were compiled in connection with the detection or investigation of crime, if the disclosure of said 

records would not be in the public interest because it would result in the disclosure of (A) the 

identity of informants not otherwise known or the identity of witnesses not otherwise known 

whose safety would be endangered or who would be subject to threat or intimidation if their 

identity was made known, (B) the identity of minor witnesses, (C) signed statements of 

witnesses, (D) information to be used in a prospective law enforcement action if prejudicial to 

such action, (E) investigatory techniques not otherwise known to the general public, (F) arrest 

records of a juvenile, which shall also include any investigatory files, concerning the arrest of 

such juvenile, compiled for law enforcement purposes, (G) the name and address of the victim of 

a sexual assault under section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, voyeurism 

under section 53a-189a, or injury or risk of injury, or impairing of morals under section 53-21, or 

of an attempt thereof, or (H) uncorroborated allegations subject to destruction pursuant to section 

1-216; 

 

* * * 

 

       (27) Any record created by a law enforcement agency or other federal, state, or municipal 

governmental agency consisting of a photograph, film, video or digital or other visual image 

depicting the victim of a homicide, to the extent that such record could reasonably be expected to 

constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of the victim or the victim's surviving 

family members; 

 

* * * 

 

 

Sec. 1-215.  (Formerly Sec. 1-20b).  Record of an arrest as public record.  Exception. (a) For 

the purposes of this section, "record of the arrest" means (1) the name, race and address of the 

person arrested, the date, time and place of the arrest and the offense for which the person was 

arrested, and (2) in addition, in a case in which (A) the arrest has been by warrant, the arrest 

warrant application, including any affidavit in support of such warrant, or (B) the arrest has been 

made without a warrant, the official arrest, incident or similar report, provided if a judicial 

authority has ordered any such affidavit or report sealed from public inspection or disclosure, in 

whole or in part, the portion of the affidavit or report that has not been sealed, if applicable, as 



well as a report setting forth a summary of the circumstances that led to the arrest of the person 

in a manner that does not violate such order. "Record of the arrest" does not include any record 

of arrest of a juvenile, a record erased pursuant to chapter 961a or any investigative file of a law 

enforcement agency compiled in connection with the investigation of a crime resulting in an 

arrest. 

  

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, and except as otherwise provided in 

this section, any record of the arrest of any person shall be a public record from the time of such 

arrest and shall be disclosed in accordance with the provisions of section 1-212 and subsection 

(a) of section 1-210.  No law enforcement agency shall redact any record of the arrest of any 

person, except for (1) the identity of witnesses, (2) specific information about the commission of 

a crime, the disclosure of which the law enforcement agency reasonably believes may prejudice 

a pending prosecution or a prospective law enforcement action, or (3) any information that a 

judicial authority has ordered to be sealed from public inspection or disclosure. Any personal 

possessions or effects found on a person at the time of such person's arrest shall not be disclosed 

unless such possessions or effects are relevant to the crime for which such person was arrested. 

  

(c) In addition, any other public record of a law enforcement agency that documents or depicts 

the arrest or custody of a person during the period in which the prosecution of such person is 

pending shall be disclosed in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) of section 1-210 

and section 1-212, unless such record is subject to any applicable exemption from disclosure 

contained in any provision of the general statutes. 

  

(d) Any law enforcement agency receiving a request for a record described in subsection (c) of 

this section shall promptly provide written notice of such request to the office of the state's 

attorney for the appropriate judicial district where the arrest occurred. The state's attorney for 

such district shall be afforded the opportunity to intervene in any proceeding before the Freedom 

of Information Commission concerning such request. 

  

(e) The provisions of this section shall only be applicable to any record described in this section 

during the period in which a prosecution is pending against the person who is the subject of such 

record. At all other times, the applicable provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 

concerning the disclosure of such record shall govern.  (P.A. 83-272, §1; P.A. 94-117, §4; P.A. 

94-246, §13; P.A. 15-164, §1.) 

 

 

Sec. 1-216.  (Formerly Sec. 1-20c).  Review and destruction of records consisting of 

uncorroborated allegations of criminal activity. Except for records the retention of which is 

otherwise controlled by law or regulation, records of law enforcement agencies consisting of 

uncorroborated allegations that an individual has engaged in criminal activity shall be reviewed 

by the law enforcement agency one year after the creation of such records.  If the existence of the 

alleged criminal activity cannot be corroborated within ninety days of the commencement of 

such review, the law enforcement agency shall destroy such records.  (P.A. 88-227, §2.) 

 


